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Discussion 1: New Orleans Jazz
Down by the riverside was a New Orleans Jazz recorded in 1920 by the Fisk University jubilee quartet even though it was first published in 1918 (finetunes Jazz, 2015). The song was sung by prominent vocalists but was best recorded by Bunk Johnson in 1942. Ideally, it is a gospel song that was composed as a source of hope by slaves who were Christians. That accounts for its mentioning of aspects such as baptism and the prince of peace who is Jesus in that case. The song had different renditions of titles ranging from “Ain’t Gonna Study War No More” and “Gonna Lay Down My Burden” The song incorporated the use of various instruments such as Trumpet, Clarinet, Tenor Sax, Trombone and Tuba as well as snare and Bass Drums. The song embedded polyphony as a style.
Similarly, Bull Fiddle Blues was another Jazz hit of New Orleans type (cdbpdx, 2010). It was sung by Johnny Dodds featuring his band, the Washboard band. The recording date was July 6, 1928, and formerly released for play on Victor label 78 rpm record. The main instruments were; cornet, trombone, clarinet, piano, bass, and washboard. This song was a polyphonic one too.
Discussion 2: 1920’s Jazz
Ain’t Misbehavin’ by Fats Waller was one of the most famous Jazz works of 1920 released in 1929 (bessjazz, 2009). This Grammy award-winning jazz employed the use of early swing style as well as the fact that it was polyphonic, although sometimes it was performed as monophonic. Piano, trumpet, organ, and drums were the main instruments played for this song. On the other hand, Makin’ Whoopee became a great song of the same period, too, having been composed by Walter Donaldson and sang by Bing Crosby? (Merrick, 2007). It made use of polyphonic style and introduced a form of salsa style. This song was consistent in the use of Piano, Voice, Treble Clef instruments. 
Discussion 3: Swing Era/ 1930/s
Sing, Sing, Sing (with a swing) is one of the strongly related songs with the Big bands of the Swing Era. They were performed as instrumentals by Benny Goodman in 1937 (BennyGoodmanVEVO, 2020). The significant instruments were Benny Goodman’s Clarinet and several trumpets played by several artists such as Harry James and Chris Griffins. The song employed a polyphonic form and an early swing style. Louis Prima was the composer of the song.
Similarly, Upstairs was a hit of the time by Stuff Smith and his small band called Onyx Boys (OnlyJazzHQ, 2013). It was also referred to as Where is the sun? John Redmond was the composer of the Jazz. Mostly, Violin and instrumentals were the main instruments. The song was polyphonic and employed the use of swing.
Discussion 4: Bebop Era (1940’s)
The Coleman Hawkins Body and Soul song made a great breakthrough during this era. After the composer John Green and Gertrude introduced it to the market, Coleman made it a hit. Improvisation is highly used in this song alongside the swing cliché (anvasquez, 2007). Tenor saxophone, bass saxophone, clarinet were perhaps the most notable instruments. The Bebop era also had the song Scrapple from the Apple by Charlie Parker. The song was recorded in 1947 and was composed by Charlie himself (Overjazz Records, 2012). The song was performed by Charlie and Miles Davis (tp); Duke Jordan (p); Tommy Potter (bs); Max Roach (dr). With the swing feel, the song used mostly improvisation as a style.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion 5: Cool Jazz/ Hard Bop (1950’s)
So What by Miles Davis is one amongst the most popular songs of this era. It was recorded in 1959 and was composed by Miles Davis himself. Piano and bass are the essential instruments in this piece (Darkish, 2010). The singers and especially Bill Evans used a style that was later named the So What Chord. The song also used the polyphonic style. The other song that made a name during this era was Blue Train by the talent musician Lee Morgan who featured numerous artists; Curtis Fuller, Kenny Drew, Paul Chambers, Philly Joe Jones, John Coltrane (JazzTube, 2016). This Grammy award-winning hard pop employed the use of the swing and polyphonic improvisation. Several instruments, including the widely used piano and chords.
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